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collectorship is suspended, as you will observe. Mr. Hudson, my assistant there, is acting collector until it is known and determined what is best. I shall visit you immediately at Bermuda Hundred on getting down.
Your obdt. Servant, H. A. RIBLET
From General Grant to General Butler
CITT POINT, Deo. Sd, 1864
PLEASE telegraph me if there is any news from Sherman in the Richmond papers of today.
From General Butler to General Grant
Deo. Srd, 1864, 8 P.M.
THEBE is absolutely no news in the Richmond papers from Sherman. An extract from Savannah News says Oconee Bridge is burnt, Nov. 20th, and that on Tuesday the enemy made his appearance at Griswoldville, burnt the town, had a battle, and were repulsed. And that a raiding party had approached Warrenton. But all this seems to be only accounts of skirmishers. Send papers.               BENJ. F. BUTLEB
From General Butter to General Palmer
Hd. Qrs. Army of the James, December 4th, 1864
GENERAL: Most of the matters in your confidential despatch by the hand of General Harland, which reached me this morning (Dec. 4th), must have been answered by my despatch by the hand of General Wild, and I think with it you will be able to make the movement which I suggest therein. I should be very glad if you cut the railroad, especially just now. Push for it if it is possible, but when there make the destruction certain, cut it if it is possible at two (2) points some miles apart, so that it shall not be to the enemy a mere transshipment.
Have everything of your command that you can possibly have ready as a mobile force to cobperate with me in a movement hereafter possible, and of which you will be instructed.
I would suggest after taking Rainbow Bluff, to strike across to Farboro, thence to Rocky Mount, cutting the railroad at Swift Creek and Rocky Mount, so as to put difficulties between yourself and Lee, then forty (40) miles will take you to Golds-boro, thence home via Kinston if you fancy.